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Welcome to the July 2011 issue of the LMC Review. 
 
This edition looks back over the first half of the year, which saw LMC Forums conducted by; 
Caterham, where Simon Lambert presented on the subject of /ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳΩǎ new race car,  BMW 
whose representatives Lee Nicholls and Bruce Charman treated us to a detailed history of BMW 
Motorrad and the current motorbike racing scene; and from Stewart Linn and Peter Merrilees from 
Ginetta who presented at a the LMC Forum in May. 
 
We ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ tŀǳƭ [ŀǘƛƳŜǊΩǎ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳs to Ginettas for the new racing season, and we 
include a report from James Owen who participated in the Targa Tasmania down under. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ - if you want to join us at our ƴŜȄǘ [a/ CƻǊǳƳ ŀǘ [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ, do book soon; full details are 
included in this edition. 
  
In this issue we also show case a new initiative, ClubSonar, which has been launched on behalf of the 
many clubs and sƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻƴŘƻƴ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ 
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YŜŜǇ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ 5ŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ aƻǘƻǊ /ƭǳō  
News and Events at  

www.lloydsmotorclub.com 
 

 

 
LMC Diary Dates 2011  

 
LMC Forums  

 
Thursday 28th July (Lotus Cars) 

Thursday 15th September (Jaguar) 
Monday 21st November (Aston Martin) 

 

LMC Exclusive Goodwood Track Days 
 

Monday 7th November 
 

LMC Karting Day ς Buckmore Park 
 

Friday 9th September   

 
 

 

http://www.lloydsmotorclub.com/


CATERHAM REVEALS ITS SECRETS 

 

Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ {ƛƳƻƴ [ŀƳōŜǊǘΣ /ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳ /ŀǊǎΩ aƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ aƻǘƻǊ /ƭǳō ǘƻ 

ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ [ŀǾŀƭέΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

incredible Caterham-Lola SP/300.R.  The SP/300.R was launched to the racing community at the 

2011 Autosport International Show held in January at the NEC and quickly became the talk of the 

show, not least for the fact that Caterham had managed to keep the project under wraps for the 

previous eighteen months! 

 

 

The £60,000 (plus VAT) car is, unlike anything in its class, sold in a single specification for a 2012 one-

make race series of 30 minute sprint races running with the prestigious F3/GT package.  A super-

durable 300bhp supercharged Ford engine is coupled to a Hewland FTR gearbox, operated by paddle 

shift, passing the power to ATS wheels with bespoke Cooper Tire F3 size rubber.  Sitting over an 

aluminium monocoque and Formula 3 rear end, a gorgeous multi-part polyurethane body makes it 

light, durable and inexpensive to replace.  All-in-all, the SP/300.R has redefined the sports-prototype 

market and despite the fact that a production vehicle has yet to turn a wheel, over half of the first 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ Ǌǳƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ϻмлΣллл deposits.  

 



¢ƘŜ {tκоллΦw ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ /ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳΣ ōǳǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ 

presentation, it soon became apparent that this is an obvious step for the sports car company.  

/ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳΩǎ ƭŀŘŘŜǊ ƻŦ aƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳǊ ǎǘŜps taking drivers from the most successful 

novice driver programme in Europe, the Caterham Academy, through to the fearsome Superlight 

R300 championship.  The success of the Academy, selling out with over fifty new drivers every year, 

means that Caterham has a constant feed for its higher championships.  It was inevitable that some 

would reach the top of the ladder and demand more and this has meant that they have had to leave 

the Caterham fold to indulge their desire for something faster.  The Superlight really is the ultimate 

evolution of the famous Seven and more power will only improve lap times a little.  One of the 

features of the motorsport ladder that has made it so successful is that each rung is marked by a 

distinct change in the feel of the car and driving experience.  To go above the Superlight it was 

ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ /ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŜŘ ŘƻǿƴŦƻǊŎŜΧ 

 

 

 

Simon explained the process by which Caterham looked at the alternative types of downforce sports 

car (sports racing cars), such as front-engined clubmans, mid-engined sports prototypes and even a 

heavily modified and be-winged version of the Seven!  But the choice of building a sports-prototype 

in the mould set by companies such as Radical, Juno and Ligier was the only realistic option.  Sports-

prototypes are nominally two-seater, full-bodied cars, either open or closed, clearly built purely for 

track use with extensive aerodynamics.  The term covers a wide range of cars, but is most commonly 

typified by LMP1 and LMP2 cars that compete in the Le Mans 24 hours. 

 



Decision made in the summer of 2009, Caterham took the sensible decision to look for a partner 

with the appropriate expertise.  Caterham knew exactly what they wanted to build, but the design of 

such a machine would be completely new to them.  The simple brief was that whilst it was clearly 

going to be a sports-ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ōŜ Ψŀ /ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ 

performance and fun to drive.  After an examination of the market place, the first port of call was 

world famous race car manufacturer Lola, and seeing synergy for the two-brands, they jumped at 

the chance to be part of the project.  

 

Lola had looked at developing a similar product that shared its roots with their B08/90 small sports-

prototype.  As such, a modified version served as an early test mule for Caterham, proving out the 

suspension hard-points to define whether a new chassis designed in a similar way would provide the 

friendly and entertaining characteristics Caterham were looking for, much like a Seven, rather than 

the ultimate in knife-edge handling.  Following successful testing, the engineering project was 

defined and work began in earnest with Lola concentrating on the chassis and suspension design to 

/ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ /ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻƭŀΩǎ ŀŜǊƻŘȅƴŀƳƛŎƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘȅƭƛǎǘ 

John Keogh, focused on body and styling of the car, crucial to getting a show car built in time for a 

launch. 

 

 

/ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴƻǘ-for-public-consumption early design sketches for the 

car showing how various features were chosen or rejected as it went through several phases before 

evolving into the final design sketch.  This was translated into a CAD model by Lola before going 

through two more evolutions, the final version of which was used to produce the show car body 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ΨǘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪΩ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜǇƻȄȅ-syntactic casting resin. 



5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ /!5 ǊŜŦƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ [ƻƭŀΩǎ /C5 ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΦ  ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŜŦ 

from Caterham was that aero performance could be compromised for the sake of aesthetics, the 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /C5 ŎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ [ƻƭŀΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

perfect situation for the team as it allowed them to adjust the balance of the aero package to 

provide the characteristics required.  In fact, to date, the SP/300.R has the same downforce as a 

Formula 3 car, but is significantly more powerful.  Using the power and torque curves from the 

engine, plus rotational and frictional losses through the drivetrain, the CFD team were also able to 

provide a top speed for the car, though when this resulted in over 200mph, Caterham chose to be a 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜΣ ǉǳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ΨƳƻŘŜǎǘΩ мтрƳǇƘΗ 

 

And so to January at the NEC in Birmingham.  The SP/300.R was revealed to an excited press and 

public, blown away by the aggressive beauty of the design and the top level specification at a very 

modest £60,000+VAT.  Over the four days of the show, Caterham took cheques on the stand from 

several customers ς remarkable, bearing in mind that this was the first anyone outside of the 

development team had heard of it!  

 

 

/ŀǘŜǊƘŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ 

started later in the year.  Until then, all eyes will be on the first press tests of the car later in summer 

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΧ  

 
Our grateful thanks to {ƛƳƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ aƻǘƻǊ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Caterham who offered 
two excellent prizes on the day (Caterham Slalom Experiences), won by Tony Wilshire of Sagicor at 
[ƭƻȅŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ-Green of UIB. 
 
Our grateful thanks to Caterham Cars for sponsoring the post forum refreshments. 

 
 
 

Martin Robinson 



 

 
 
 



 
BMW MOTORRAD 
 
Our April forum was a first for the LMC thanks to Lee Nicholls and Bruce Charman, who presented on 
BMW Motorrad. Our thanks to BMW Motorrad for two magnificent prizes, the first won by Robert 
Choppen from Willis who was the winner of an opportunity to pass his motorcȅŎƭŜ ǘŜǎǘ ŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ 
²ƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ .a²έΣ an intensive 5-day course with full accommodation and the use of a BMW 
motorbike and safety equipment, and the second prize of a pair of BMW VIP hospitality tickets for 
the World Superbike Race at Silverstone won by Austin Wren of Alterra. 
 
Our grateful thanks go to Zurich for sponsoring the post-forum refreshments. 
 
BMW's motorcycle history began in 1921 when the company commenced manufacturing engines for 
other companies. Motorcycle manufacturing now operates under the BMW Motorrad brand. 
 
9ƴƎƛƴŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .a²Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ wон ƛƴ мфноΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ 
technology has progressed to the extent that BMW Motorcycles are considered the most 
technologically advanced manufactured motorcycle today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since 1923 BMW has led the way in motorcycle technology and has brought to the world of two 
wheels technologies such as hydraulic telescopic forks, integrated fairings, ABS, the three way 
catalytic converter, electronic suspension adjustment and adaptive xenon headlights to name but a 
few. 
 
BMW Motorrads history and heritage is second to none in the motorcycle world and some of the key 
highlights are shown below:- 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BMW
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BMW_Motorrad


 
1920:  Production of the BMW M 2 B15, a flat twin motorcycle powerplant supplied to various 

manufacturers. 
1923:  Presentation of the BMW R 32, the first BMW motorcycle in Berlin. 
1924:  First German Championship won in the 500 cc category. 
1929:    First motorcycle World Record by Ernst Henne with a speed of 134 mph. 
1933:  First victory ŦƻǊ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨǇǳǊŜΩ .a² ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ƛȄŘŀȅǎ.  
1935:  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŜƭŜǎŎƻǇƛŎ ŦƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƘȅŘǊŀǳƭƛŎ ŘŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ 

(BMW R 12 and BMW R 17). 
1938:  Georg Meier wins the European Championship on a 500 cc factory racer with supercharger. 
1944:  Stop of production. The last model was the BMW R 75, produced for the German 

Wehrmacht (military forces). 
1948:  First post-war motorcycle BMW R 24. 
1951:  /ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΨǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ - BMW R 68. 
1954:  First ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛŘŜŎŀǊΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ  
 мф ǊƛŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ нл ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфтпΦ 
1956:  Runner-up to the World Champion: Walter Zeller. 
1969:  Presentation of the BMW /5 model line, production facilities moved from Munich to Berlin. 
1973:  .a² w фл {Σ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŀ ŎƻŎƪǇƛǘ ŦŀƛǊƛƴƎΦ 
1976:  .a² w млл w{Σ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŦŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ 

in the wind tunnel. 
1976:  Victory at the very first superbike race in the USA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1980:  Presentation of the BMW R 80 G/S, the first large-displacement Enduro. 
1981 ς 1985: Four victories at the Paris-Dakar by Hubert Auriol and Gaston Rahier. 
1983:  Presentation of the BMW K 100, the first BMW in-line four model line. 
1988:  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ !.{Φ 
1991:  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ-loop 3-way catalytic converter on a motorcycle. 
1993:  Presentation of the single cylinder model BMW F 650. 



2004:  tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Y мнлл {Σ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ άǘǊŀƴǎǾŜǊǎŜƭȅ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘέ ƛƴ-line four. 
2004:  ²ƻǊƭŘ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛon adjustment system (ESA) on the 

BMW K 1200 S. 
2005:  tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .a²Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ άIƛƎƘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƳƻŘŜƭέ HP2 Enduro. 
2006:  Introduction of the parallel twin models F 800 S and F 800 ST. 
2009:  Presentation of the S 1000 RR and entry into the World Superbike Championship. 
2011: Presentation of the K 1600 GT, the first with adaptive xenon headlight. 
 
BMW MotorradΩs current range consists of single cylinder (G Series), twin cylinder (F Series), the 
famous boxer (R Series) and four cylinder engines (K Series). Each engine variant could be then 
placed in four different worlds of excitement as shown below:- 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BMW Motorrad has introduced three new models for 2011. An entry level model known as the G 
срл D{ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘǿŜƛƎƘǘ ŦǊŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀƴƻŜǳǾǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ 
BMW Motorrad (price £5,150). Our stylish classically styled R 1200 R with its famous boxer engine 
and naked body styling with a starting price of £9,950. Or our six cylinder K 1600 GT (Sports Tourer) 
or K 1600 GTL (Luxury Tourer) aimed to take market share away from the Honda Goldwing but with 
a price of £5k less (starting price £16,100).  
 

 
 

Martin Robinson 



 
 
 
 
άBMW MotorradΩs strength is our passion for two wheeled travel. This passion is evident at every 
stage of the manufacturing process and it is what makes BMW Motorrad unique. Advanced 
technology and extreme precision are not an end in themselves, but a means to an end ς namely 
greater riding pleasure. This is engineering to stir the emotions and it makes every ride on a BMW 
motorcycle an experience to remember. 
 
Of course, once you enter the world of BMW Motorrad the adventure is just beginning. Our 
dedicated team at World of BMW can take you from total novice to successfully passing your bike 
test in a week and have a 90% first time pass success rate. Or for the more adventurous rider you 
can travel the globe like Ewan and Charlie or settle for more luxurious experiences of riding in 
9ǳǊƻǇŜΦέ  
 
 
www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk/world-of-bmw/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk/world-of-bmw/


Exclusive Offer 
 

from BMW Motorrad in Association with ClubSonar 
 

to [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ aƻǘƻǊ /ƭǳō ϧ ClubSonar Members 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.clubsonar.co.uk 
 

 
 
Our Motorrad representative for London is BMW Park Lane and they would like to extend their offer 
presented to The LloydΩs Motor Club in April to all ClubSonar members. 
 
 
Offer One - To pass your bike test with World of BMW through BMW Park Lane free of charge when 
purchasing a new BMW motorbike (value of approx £1,000) 
 
 
Offer Two - Or for the bike riders within ClubsSonar when purchasing a new BMW motorcycle 
through BMW Park Lane up to £1,000 worth of Rider Wear (Motorcycle Suit / helmet / boots etc) 
will be provided free of charge. 
 
 
If you are interested in either offer please contact Tim Newman (Motorrad Sales Director) at BMW 
Park Lane for more details and quote Lloyds LMC 2011 
 
 
Tim Newman on 020 7514 3564 or email tim.newman@bmwmotorradparklane.co.uk 
 
 
Web details www.bmwmotorradparklane.co.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.clubsonar.co.uk/
mailto:tim.newman@bmwmotorradparklane.co.uk
http://www.bmwmotorradparklane.co.uk/


GINETTA FORUM 
By Bob Bradbury 
 
hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ LǘŀƭƛŀƴΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
aback to find out that the Ginetta car company started life in the leafy 
English county of Suffolk in 1958, and that it is one of very few remaining car 
manufacturers still under British ownership. 

 
The firm has had a roller coaster history, but has always produced superb looking ultra-lightweight 
cars that have been much admired for their looks and racing prowess.  Among their early claims to 
ŦŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŀƭǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀǿ DƛƴŜǘǘŀ DпΩǎ ǘǊƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ƭƛƎƘǘǿŜƛƎƘǘ [ƻǘǳǎ 9ƭŀƴ 
competitors and making mincemeat of many bigger and more powerful cars on British circuits in the 
мфслΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфтлΩǎΦ 
 
Yorkshire businessman and racing driver Lawrence Tomlinson bought the Ginetta name in 2005, 
along with the rights to build the then current G20 and G33 models.  Since then, three new models 
have been introduced and Ginetta have created a stepladder of single-make racing series, rivaled 
only by Caterham. 
 
On 10th aŀȅΣ ǘǿƻ DƛƴŜǘǘŀ DплΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ōŀŎƪ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ 
ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎŜŘ ōȅ [a/Ωǎ tŀǳƭ [ŀǘƛƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
Yorkshire by the two of our lunchtime presenters, Stewart Linn and Peter Merrilees. 
 

 
 
 
Racing in Ginettas can start from the age of 14-17 in the Ginetta Junior Championship which 
supports the British Touring Car Championship (BTCC) and, therefore, gets plenty of TV coverage.  
.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ hƴŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ 5ŀƳƻƴ IƛƭƭΩǎ ǎƻƴ WƻǎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ this series.  From age 16+, there is 
ǘƘŜ DƛƴŜǘǘŀ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ мрл ōƘǇ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DплΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ млл 
ōƘǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ ŎŀǊΦ  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǊŀŎŜǊǎΣ DрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ DррΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ D¢ {ǳǇŜǊŎǳǇ 
series which also supports the BTCC events.  GT3 and GT4 versions are said to be the most 
affordable race cars in these classes.  In 2010, Ginetta won the Production Car Class of the Britcar 24 
hour race at Silverstone by 16 laps in a G40 that was driven to and from the circuit by Lawrence 



Tomlinson.  A Ginetta prototype even raced in the Le Mans 24 Hours last year, with Nigel Mansell at 
the wheel. 
 
Ginetta can boast some amazing accomplishments over the last few years.  The G50, the first wholly 
new car under the current management team, was brought from initial design to production within 
6 months, ready for immediate racing in its own one-make series.  Mishaps along the way included 
two fires, one of which burned down the factory that produced all of the bodies, destroying the 
bucks for the G40 and G50.  There was also a well publicised motorway crash that destroyed another 
prototype.  Only 35 people work for Ginetta from chairman to factory floor, which makes their 
successes in designing and producing so many cars all the more incredible.  Approximately 300 cars 
were produced from the factory in the last year. 
 
The future looks very exciting for Ginetta with a new 410 bhp carbon fibre bodied supercar, 
temporarily called the F400, under development.  There will be an eventual return to Le Mans and 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōŜǎǇƻƪŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
from strength to strength and Ginetta may once again become a household name. 
 
 
In the business card raffle, Simon Cross won a full 
ŘŀȅΩǎ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ on track in a G40 and Paul Chapman 
won tickets to a BTCC round of his choice with full 
hospitality; both prizes donated by the factory.  
Paul Latimer will welcome your support at any of 
the championship events that he will be taking 
part in. 
 
 
 

Right:    ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ Dп ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ 5ƛƧƻƴ 
soon after being sold in France 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LMC CUFF LINKS 

  
 

Enamelled cuff links £15 per pair 
Order from the Membership Secretary: membership@lloydsmotorclub.com 

 

mailto:membership@lloydsmotorclub.com


 

ñTHE BRAVEST OF THE BRAVEò 

11 EOD REGIMENT RLC 

 

Early in 2010 the LMC Committee considered that we should show our support for our armed forces 
and decided to offer serving members of the forces the opportunity to be our guests at our celebrity 
lunches in the City of London. Roger Earlôs connections with 11 EOD Regiment Royal Logistic Corps 
(RLC) made them the natural choice to whom we should extend our offer. Since then we have hosted 
2 serving members of 11 EOD at each of our lunch events. Further we have selected 11 EOD as our 
adopted charity and they are now the beneficiary of the proceeds of our fund raising activities. The 
presence of serving members of 11 EOD at our events is much appreciated by our members and we 
are proud to have the opportunity to host them. 

11 EOD (RLC) is the British Army's specialist unit responsible for counter terrorist bomb disposal, 
commonly referred to as Improvised Explosive Device Disposal (IEDDs), as well as conventional 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD), the recovery and safe disposal of conventional munitions, and 
all aspects of ammunition inspectorate duties across the Army.  

The Regiment carries out its mission on all deployed and expeditionary operations worldwide, which 
currently includes Afghanistan, Iraq, the Falklands, Germany, Cyprus and, in the UK, supporting the 
Home Office. 

The Regiment is based in Didcot and it employs just under 700 specialist soldiers, mainly from the 
Royal Logistic Corps but enhanced with individuals from four other corps within the British Army.  
Ammunition Technicians form the majority of the Regiment's personnel, together with Drivers and 
Pioneers, all belonging to the Royal Logistic Corps.  The Royal Corps of Signals provide the 
Electronic Counter Measures and Communications Specialists, and Military Intelligence Operators 
staff the intelligence section, providing the Regiment with essential counter terrorist information.  
Additionally REME Technicians maintain the Regimentôs vehicles and their specialist equipment such 
as the 'Wheelbarrow' bomb disposal robots and high tech electronics.  Finally administrators from the 
Adjutant General Corps are employed in the UK and in overseas locations to provide administration to 
all members of the Regiment.   

The Regiment is one of the busiest in the British Army and also one of the most highly decorated.  
Bomb disposal, particularly in the High Threat environment of Afghanistan, is a dangerous profession 
and soldiers serving with the Regiment are hugely proud of the service they provide.  All those who 
serve with the Regiment on operations are placed in the most extreme danger and sadly at times they 
pay the ultimate sacrifice.   

To quote Thucydides, the 5th century BC Greek historian - "The bravest are surely those who have 
the clearest vision of what is before them, glory and danger alike, and yet, notwithstanding, go out to 
meet it." 

 
 
Martin Robinson & Roger Earl 



 
 
 
 



THE GINETTA G40 DIARY 
 
After five highly enjoyable years of Caterham Racing it was time to cut the umbilical cord and try 
something new. 
 
Ginetta building on the success of the G50 and G40 Junior Championships in 2010 launched the new 
G40 Challenge for 2011 which appeared to fit the bill absolutely perfectly, because this series raises 
the bar on both in terms of profile and performance. 
 

 
 
After just one brief test on a damp track at Donington in November last year, I was persuaded to put 
down my deposit for a new car with the assurance of a January delivery date. 
  
The G40 Challenge Car weighs in at 800 kg and is powered by a mildly tuned 150 BHP 1.8 litre Ford 
Zetec engine mated to a six speed sequential gearbox supplied by Quaife. The biggest difference 
from the Caterham is that the car runs on slick Michelin tyres. The level of grip generated by them 
once they are warm takes a little adjusting to - I have had words with the team but to date we do 
not have the luxury of tyre warmers, so I have spun on the first lap out of the pits on more than one 
occasion. The only real problem with the slicks manifests itself when you finally do find the limit of 
ŀŘƘŜǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǊƻŀŘ ǘȅǊŜǎΧ 
 
The new car and tyres have provided an excellent excuse to get out and practice as much as possible 
before the season opener at Oulton Park which is scheduled for Easter Weekend. Catlin and JLT Re 
have very kindly renewed their sponsorship for 2011 and I am delighted to report that they have 
been joined by International Law Firm Clyde & Co and BW interiors who have just completed the 
ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ŧƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ /ŀǘƭƛƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ DǊŀŎŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ Street.  
 
The car is being run by Trackcars who looked after my Caterham last year, and have persuaded five 
of us to make the jump. I have spent a fair amount of time with the team instructor - Pat Gormley,  



an accomplished driver in his own right - as the first priority before changing the multiple damper, 
roll bar, castor, camber and ride height settings has to be the fine tuning the nut behind the wheel. 
 
Competition will undoubtedly be fierce this year because instead of the Caterham Parts Voucher for 
a few hundred pounds for the Championship winner I am used to racing for, Ginetta have put up a 
sponsored drive in a G50 for next season as the top prize which seems to have worked as the grid is 
sold out. 
 
The photos in this article were taken by series photographer Jakob Ebrey at the recent media day 
which Ginetta organised at Silverstone to launch the 2011 Series. This combined the opportunity in 
alternate track sessions to do some additional test miles and give passenger rides to those brave 
enough from the sponsors and their guests so we did our best to put on a good show! 
 
¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ Cо ŀƴŘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ D¢ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŀǘ 
their UK rounds are as follows: 
 
 
 

23 April   Oulton Park, Cheshire 

14-15 May   Snetterton, Norfolk 

18-19  June   Brands Hatch Grand Prix Circuit, Kent 

16-17 July  Brands Hatch Indy Circuit, Kent 

3/4 September   Rockingham International, Northamptonshire 

24-25 September  Donington Park GP, Derbyshire 

7-9 October   Silverstone Arena, Northamptonshire 
 
 
 
The car will be on display outside LloydΩs on May 10th, so please do come and see it for yourself. If 
you would like to attend the event you simply need to register via www.clubsonar.co.uk 
 
Please do also get in touch with me if you are interested in learning more, or if you would like to 
attend one or more of the Championship rounds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Latimer 

 

 

 

 

http://www.clubsonar.co.uk/


 
 

 

TARGA TASMANIA 

James Owen, Aviation Class Underwriter with XL Syndicate, bought his 1968 Triumph TR5 in 2003. 
Since 2004 he has raced it in historic events, mostly the Historic Roadsports Championship run by 
the Historic Sports Car Club, but occasionally venturing into Europe.  This time he's going a bit 
further. Why?   

James: "Historic Roadsports Chairman, Mike Eagles of OAMPs in London, is an ex-pat Aussie, and a 
second Aussie also races with us. On more than one occasion, probably after a beer or two, a small 
group of us has discussed the viability of a racing trip to Oz...  

"In 2006 I convinced my wife to accompany me, as Navigator, on a Road Rally in Sicily celebrating the 
Centenary of the Targa Florio road race. Whilst we were in Sicily we befriended a group of Australian 
motorsport enthusiasts who were following the event ... one of them, Scotty Taylor, enthused about 
an event with 'proper' road-racing that was run in his home state ... my dream of competing in the 
Targa Tasmania was born there and then ... And it rapidly became clear to me that a trip combining 
these events was indeed a possibility, logistically speaking at least!  

"Despite numerous car issues, job changes, oh, and the arrival of two children in the intervening 
period, it became clear that 2011 offered an opportunity to pull this plan together. It's been two 
years of active planning, a lot of which has been stressful and time-consuming, but as I speak I am 
sitting in Melbourne, with the car merely a few miles up the road, waiting to clear customs, 
quarantine and local registration requirements. Looks like it's really going to happen. 

 

"Phillip Island is of course a world-renowned circuit, and the Classic Festival put on by VHRR is the 
biggest Historic Festival in the Southern Hemisphere, with around 500 cars entered, including 
around 100 in the 3 divisions of Group S, which is akin to Historic Roadsports. 

 "Targa Tasmania is one of the last 'proper road races' left in the world, for the 20th anniversary 
event this year the event has been expanded to allow 360 cars to run, both Historic and Modern, 
with around a 50/50 split. It's 2000kms, much of which is flat-out closed road stages. Neither I, nor 



my Co-Driver, have ever done this type of event before, so our ambition is limited to completing the 
event. We are the only car from Europe; having spent months dealing with logistics and bureaucracy 
I think I now know why, but we are here now, and we plan to enjoy ourselves to the fullest extent; 

not only that, but we are told we might be minor celebrities for the week!  

"I am very grateful to XL for their support in this venture, and also to OAMPs who have helped sort 
various insurance issues that have cropped up."  

 

 
 

If you are interested in following his progress, James has set up a blog for the motorsports activities 
of this trip, at http://tr5aus.blogspot.com A report will feature on these pages in a forthcoming 
edition.  

James also races a 1960 Elva 200 in Formula Junior, racing with the FJHRA in UK and Europe. 

Martin Robinson  

http://tr5aus.blogspot.com/

